THIS paper might almost more properly have been entitled "The present NON-PROVISION of adequate medical libraries in hospitals."
In 1962, in an attempt to provide basic information on existing and projected libraries and on library staff to help us in the formation of the Library Association's Standards for Libraries in Hospitals, (1966) a brief questionnaire was sent to all the Regional Hospital Boards in England and Scotland, to the Welsh Hospital Board and to the Northern Ireland Hospital Authority.
Some replies were perfunctory indeed; four boards did not reply at all. In general, the replies received were not encouraging. I quote some of them:
1. "The Board has little information." 2. "It is not likely that the provision of medical libraries will receive priority over other hospital "Without the vigorous application of effort and resources in training personnel to man the Nation's complex of biomedical libraries in the future and a resultant increase in numbers and quality of such personnel, other programs designed to strengthen the system will come to naught."
The position of hospital medical libraries is not all black, however. Judging by the many requests for help and advice received by the Medical Section of the Library Association, there appears to be an increasing interest in the provision of medical literature in hospitals. Postgraduate medical centres having libraries open to all hospital staff and general practitioners are being set up, such as those at Brighton, Glasgow, Luton, Portsmouth and Windsor, though few seem to have faced the realities regarding full-time trained library staff.
The Central Medical Library of Edinburgh University is co-operating with the hospital authorities in the area in the setting up of hospital medical libraries.
There have been interesting examples of cooperation between local authority library services and hospital authorities: that between Lincoln County Hospital and Lincoln City Libraries; (Burgess, 1966, a and b) and that between Queen Elizabeth II Hospital, Welwyn Garden City and Hertfordshire County Libraries (Partington, 1966 (1966 a and b) .
